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From the Acting Principal
You may have noticed on your drive by the school this week, a message on our school sign. State
primary schools across Queensland whose leaders are members of the Queensland Association of State
School Principals, are this week displaying on their school noticeboards a statement relating to the
importance of “direct to school" funding.
The message “Direct Funding To Our School Matters” highlights the significance of the additional funding
provided by the Commonwealth since 2014 that has been allocated directly to schools by the State
Government. Queensland is one of only several jurisdictions to have passed the entirety of the funding
directly to schools. Originally called the Great Results Guarantee, it has subsequently been known as
Investing for Success.
This needs-based funding has allowed principals, in consultation with their school communities, to
allocate additional resources where they are most required, to support the learning of all students, and
particularly those with the greatest needs.
To plan future support, school leaders believe it is essential that our schools have long-term funding
certainty. At this stage, we are unsure whether this resourcing will continue beyond 2019.
Northview State School has used the Great Results Guarantee and Investing for Success funding to
improve students reading results by employing teacher aides to work across the whole school in
structured daily reading groups. These teacher aides have been trained each fortnight to ensure they are
skilled to successfully improve student reading. Northview State School has seen huge improvements
across each year level with student reading results which have improved all our curriculum learning
areas.
Kind regards,
Peter Robinson
Acting Principal

FROM THE MASTER TEACHER
Building Vocabulary Knowledge
Good readers notice words and use contexts clues when reading to help them work out what
words mean. Vocabulary is central to English language, because without sufficient vocabulary
students cannot understand others or express their own ideas. Wilkins (1972) wrote that “while
without grammar very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed” (pp.
111–112).
Tips for improving younger children’s vocabulary:
Converse frequently using different and interesting words.
Intentionally teach words and word meanings (e.g., “The sign says ‘Caution.’ So we need
to be careful.”) and repeat these new words over time (e.g., “That yellow light means
caution—just like the sign we saw. Drivers need to be careful!”)
Answer children’s questions, particularly those about why and how the world works
Build on what children say (e.g., “Yes. That is an airplane. The airplane is travelling across
the sky.”)
Model how to use language correctly; for example, if the child says, “Trent goed to sleep,”
respond with, “Oh, Trent went to sleep? Hopefully he will sleep soundly tonight!” Note: do
not ask children to repeat the phrase correctly.
For the older kids:
Ask children questions about things to which you do not know the answer. Questions that
ask children to reflect on a topic or to formulate opinions and explain them not only show
children that you value their ideas but also encourage them to think about their own
feelings and ideas.
Read and discuss a wide range of texts to expose students to a diversity of ideas,
knowledge and contexts.
Cryptic crosswords or puzzles anyone?
Try Memrise online! Add 50 wonderful English words to your vocabulary with this short
course. It includes obsolete words, regionalisms and slang. https://www.memrise.com/
course/373602/a-compendium-of-goluptious-words/
Have one-on-one conversations every day and aim for five conversational turns for each
speaker.
How often do you receive one-word answers from your child at the end of the day? J
A little bit of fun…

Kind regards,
Sharon Pollard
Master Teacher
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